B Although the control feel is heavier than other
helicopters in this class, the 280FX is still very
maneuverable and a joy to fly.

rior o my recent stick fime in the
begutiful Enstrom 280FX you see
in the accompanying photos, the
last time | had flown an-Enstrom
was October 1989, when | deliv-
ered the 280C | had owned for three years
to a Florida-based helicopter broker. With
my dad as co-pilot, the flight was bittersweet.
While it was time to move on to new helicop-
ter opportunities, | knew | would always miss
that 280C.

So, imagine my excitement when Brian
Lewis, genaral manager of Tomlinson Aviafion
Inc., a flight training company and Enstrom

to fly their new 280FX demonstrator.

As | taxied my airplane onto the Tomlinson
ramp, Neal Tomlinson directed me to a tie

down spot, greeted me, then ushered me to
the 280FX. In the pilot seat was Lewis, who
was hopping some demo flights. After our
greeting handshake, he quickly asked, “Do
you want to fly2”

“Uhhh, sure!” | replied.

After taking a quick look around the panel,
checking gauges and seffling in, | pulled pitch
for our departure. It was 1989 all over again.
| was amazed at how gquickly it all came back
from takeoff to landing during that 20-minute
flight. | felt right at home and was looking
forward to my “official” flight test the follow-
ing day.
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F28 evolved into the current F28F Enstrom
also developed the 280 “shark” series, first

certified in 1975. The primary difference

‘between the two is the 280 series’ sleek, long

nose versus the F28’s blunt one. | still think
the 280 series is one of the prettiest helicop-
ters in production. From tip to tail, the lines
flow along the beautifully enclosed fuselage,
hiding all of the ugly stuff.
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have evolved over the years. First came tur-
bocharging, with the HIQ-860 producing 205
HP ot 2,900 RPM for the 280C. The same
basic configuration of engire block now pro-
duces 225 HP at 3,050 RPM for the current
280FX. Maximum gross weight has increased

2 pounds for the 1o iy

1,724 pounds, had a generous 876-ound
useful load.

62 Vertical




On Closer Inspection

Considering the total containment of the
engine, structure and flight controls, preflight
is shill quite easy. There are access doors
galore, leaving little to the pilot’'s imagination.
Engine compartment doors have pneumatic
openers, eliminating head bonking during
preflight and servicing. There are also conve-
niently placed kick-in parels to allow pilots to
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My only inferior complaint is the lack of
storage for charts, briefing cards, checklists
and such. Additionally, the RFM is a huge (11
x 11.5 x 2 inch) loose-leaf, three-ring book...
and there’s nowhere to put it. Earlier manu-
als were only 7 x ¢ inches. In my 280C, | had
mounted a storage pocket on each side of the
upper instrument panel pedestal for the RFM

and flight items. | realize you don't read the
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